The National Platform

The built environment industry in the UK faces an exciting yet challenging
future. High profile programmes such as the 2012 Olympics promise great
opportunities but will subject the industry to intense public scrutiny. Equally,
society and governments alike are presented with the need to act according
to the principles of sustainability and to reduce the world's demand for
resources: the built environment has a significant contribution to make to
this challenge. Increasing global competition is exerting pressure on the
UK's built environment industry as with other sectors: we must improve

our performance to compete effectively in this global market.

In order to address such issues, we have launched the National Platform
for the Built Environment. The National Platform promotes strategic,
collaborative research because we believe this is a vital catalyst for

long-term, industry improvement.

Crucially the National Platform has to be owned and led by industry while
engaging the wider research community. Not only will this ensure that
research programmes reflect the real needs of industry and clients but will
also create a single powerful voice for the built environment industry.
Today, the built environment industry has to compete for recognition with
technology-driven sectors such as aerospace and pharmaceuticals. To

be effective in securing research funding and influencing our regulatory

environment, we have to be more focused and work collaboratively.

It is significant that the National Platform is concerned with the built
environment industry rather than purely construction. We believe that by
focusing on the broader definition of the industry, as described in this
leaflet, we can deliver the potential of research to improve the built
environment for all its stakeholders.

This document represents the start of a process by outlining a strategic
research agenda for the UK built environment industry. Only with your
ongoing participation and support can we effectively translate this agenda

into projects that meet the long-term needs of industry and its clients.
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Participating in the
National Platform

The National Platform welcomes
support from industry and other

groups, including:

B Participation in collaborative
research projects;
Short term secondments to the
National Platform;
Technical assistance;
Sponsorship of workshops
or publications;
Dissemination of outputs; and,
Financial contributions.

By endorsing the National Platform,
your organisation will gain a range of
benefits including:

B Opportunities to shape and lead
research projects that meet your
organisation’s needs;

Support in gaining access to
considerable European and
National research funding;
Introductions to other industry
and client organisations interested
in pursuing similar research
projects; and,

The opportunity for your people
to gain expertise and experience
in strategic research.

If you would like to participate or have
further information, please contact

Keith Clarke on 01372 72555
Keith.clarke@atkinsglobal.com

or Bob White on 020 7592 1100
WhiteB@constructingexcellence.org.uk
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Organisation and Management

Since its launch, the National Platform has
established two groups of influential industry
individuals to steer its activities: the High Level
Group and the Support Group. Chaired by Keith
Clarke, Chief Executive of Atkins, the High Level
Group meets bi-annually. Its role is to give
strategic, business-focused guidance to the
National Platform. Membership of the High
Level Group includes:

Peter Barrett, University of Salford
John Brumwell, DTI

Keith Clarke, Atkins (Chair)

Terry Hill, Arup

Steve Hindley, Midas Group

Julia King, Imperial College

Paul Lormor, Corus

Andrew McNaughton, Balfour Beatty
Tim Peach, Taylor Woodrow
Richard Petrie

lan Ritchie, lan Ritchie Architects
Bob White, Mace

The High Level Group is supported by a group
of key individuals drawn from the research
community, including representatives from
private industry, industry bodies, academia

and government. Chaired by Bob White of
Constructing Excellence, the current membership
of the Support Group includes:

Stuart Alexander, WSP Group

Peter Bonfield, BRE

Rennie Chadwick, Taylor Woodrow

Andrew Cripps, Buro Happold

Andrew Eastwell, BSRIA

John Findlay, Stent Foundations

Steve Hindley, Midas Group

Matthew Locke, Bovis Lend Lease

Beth Morgan, Constructing Excellence

Peter Morris, University College London
Graham Owens, Steel Construction Institute
John Rackshaw, Pearce Group

Richard Saxon, CIC

Lynne Sullivan, Broadway Malyan

Bob White, Mace, Constructing Excellence (Chair)
Peter Whittington, DTI

Chris Woods, Wates

Nigel Woolcock, Prudential

“Only with your ongoing participation and
support can we effectively translate this

agenda into projects that meet the long-term

needs of industry and its clients”




